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Thoughts for the day 
Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired signifies, in the final sense, a 
theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed. -Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, US general and 34th president (1890-1969) 
 
Insanity in individuals is something rare -- but in groups, parties, nations, and epochs, it is the rule. 
-Friedrich Nietzsche, philosopher (1844-1900) 
 
 
Please note your diaries with the time and date of the AGM: 
 
When: 2pm, Saturday, 25 August 2018  
Where: St John Hall, 357 Kerikeri Rd, Kerikeri 0230 
Guest Speaker: Rod Oram:  
Rod is a New	Zealand journalist writing on corporate, economic and political issues. He is a columnist 
for The Sunday Star-Times, a regular broadcaster on radio and television and a frequent public speaker. He 
is an adjunct professor in the business school at Unitec in Auckland and he has contributed to several 
regional economic development projects. 
 
Would you like to join our committee? 
This is not an onerous commitment and all that is needed is an n interest in the built and natural 
environment of Kerikeri. If you are interested drop an email to us at visionkerikeri@gmail.com.  
 
Two of our founding members are stepping down from the roles that they have held since Vision Kerikeri 
was incorporated over ten years ago. We will be calling for nominations for the he roles of Chairman and 
Secretary at this year’s AGM. 
	
 

	
Are we using the correct population data set? 
 
Population trends should be a key pillar in planning for and managing future infrastructure needs. 
  
Historically, planning has been a challenge for Kerikeri. We seem to be perennially ‘behind the eight ball’ 
with critical infrastructure generally failing to keep pace with the demands from the population growth of both 
the town and its broader residential ‘catchment’ area. Waste water and roading are two areas that have 
struggled for many years.   
  
Making sure that we are using current and the correct baseline data for planning assumptions is a critical 
starting point.  
  
The FNDC Long Term Plan (LTP), that has recently gone through its consultation phase, uses 2013 census 
data and measures the population of Kerikeri as two statistical areas comprising Kerikeri Township and 
Kerikeri Township Surrounds as shown in the IDNZ map below. In 2013 the population of this combined 
area was 6,500. The most recent estimate (2018) shows a growth of 16.5% to 7,575.  
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A critical omission from this base population assumption are the nearby communities that are an integral 
part of Kerikeri. None have shops or facilities and residents must come into to Kerikeri and/or Waipapa for 
shopping, services, school and, many for employment. Using outdated 2013 census data, these areas (table 
below) account for a further 3,594 ‘residents’ who do impact on Kerikeri infrastructure such as roads, 
parking and recreational facilities and contribute to traffic congestion. 
 

 

But this figure of 11,169 still does not fully reflect the overall population that relies on the town for services 
such as medical and schooling. Taking enrolled patient numbers with Kerikeri medical practices as an 
example, Kerikeri is servicing about 16,300 people or roughly 27% of the population of the entire Far North 
District. Traffic congestion is very apparent at certain times of the day along Kerikeri Road which has 11,000 
traffic movements a day (April 2016 data) and associated parking problems. 
  
The appropriate planning basis for Kerikeri is the Kerikeri/Waipapa Structure Plan area (map area outlined 
in red - below) which was adopted by Council in 2007. This encompasses a more realistic population 
catchment (‘let's call it Greater Kerikeri’) that must access Kerikeri services, facilities, shops, schools and 
social activities on a regular basis. 



 

The estimated population of Kerikeri and Surrounds (area outlined in green) in 2018 is 7,575 and is forecast 
to grow by 25% by 2043 (Source IDNZ) to 9,526 which ignores the current additional 47.4% population that 
lies outside the 'Kerikeri and Surrounds' area. The “Greater Kerikeri” area already has an estimated 
population of at least 11,169 people so that 2043 forecast (9,526) grossly underestimates total growth and 
future impacts.  
  
While the draft LTP does include three new roads which were included in the largely ignored 2007 
Kerikeri/Waipapa Structure Plan and which we welcome, that does not represent a cohesive plan for the 
growth of Kerikeri. 
 
	
Post script to the Long Term Plan (LTP) 2018 to 2028: is Kerikeri well 
served? 
 
Council has adopted the LTP and although it has set aside $100,000 to study Kerikeri roading, yet again 
Kerikeri has failed to achieve the Ring Road around the CBD. Although It is included in the Kerikeri/Waipapa 
Structure Plan 2007 and we have been submitting on it for 11 years without effect, it is not programmed until 
2022 (we are not holding our breath).  
 
Council has decided that it will initiate a district wide roading strategy and has moved funding for the 
proposed Kerikeri South East bypass and Waipapa to Kapiro Roads, from years 1-3 to years 4 and beyond, 
to implement the initiatives from the strategies. It has resolved that these projects may be included in future 
LTP documents upon the recommendation that they have priority as part of a district wide roading strategy 
that shall be prepared prior to the 2019-20 annual plan. The strategy shall consider and rank all capital 
works and roading projects for all areas of the Far North District. 
 
We have a deep sense of frustration. A Strategic Roading Plan may well be needed but this Council 
resolution has successfully conflated urban roading needs for our fast-growing town, with other district wide 
potential needs. Kerikeri’s growth appears to have attracted little planning interest - even a rejection from 
some Councillors.  The LTP (P 25) describes Kerikeri as having a population of 6,500, which is a flawed 



basis for planning and a significant underestimate. (see the item above) and notes that 85% of the 
population growth in the Far North between 1996 and 2016 has been in Kerikeri and then ignores it.  
The Structure Plan is still largely relevant; the main change since 2007 is a large population increase and its 
consequences. As stated in the item above it is a concept plan and needs to be supported by the LTP, 
District Plan and financial planning. It appears that we will have to wait until after 2028 for the next 10-year 
plan. We are focussing on these planning issues not for selfish Kerikeri residents but for the efficiency of the 
town which serves so many of the Far North residents who use our services and facilities. 
 
This raises questions as to whether Kerikeri is being well served? Are all Councillors acting at large in the 
best interests of the district or are some excessively parochial? The FNDC was cobbled together in 1989 
from 6 Counties and boroughs. Would Kerikeri and the Bay of islands area be better served with something 
like the old Bay of Islands County by seceding from FNDC? 
 
 
The Kerikeri Domain 
 
Back in 1936, a group of forward thinking citizens, formed the Kerikeri Recreation Reserve Inc. Society.  The 
Society purchased 6 acres and one generous man Syd Jolly donated a further 3 acres to create a 9-acre 
site in the heart of Kerikeri township as a community cricket venue. This open space we now know as 'The 
Kerikeri Domain'. 
 
At that time Kerikeri had a population of only 450 and a weekend cricket game was as much a social event 
or place to connect with others, as it was for sport or recreation. When considered in historical context the 
current designated use aligns well with the founding intention of the reserve, as a place for community 
connection, events and recreation. This legacy continues for the benefit of the whole community and future 
generations. 
 
We feel Kerikeri must ensure that the Domain remains available as an open space for ongoing recreation 
and events for all. 
 
Organised sport was moved off the Domain to the newly established Procter sports fields around nine years 
ago. Unfortunately, not all sports are catered for there, or at Waipapa.  Cricket and Rugby League have 
been seeking use of the Domain as a sports ground and Rugby League is at present using the grounds on a 
temporary basis. As a key asset at the heart of our town we are concerned that there is a risk of special 
interest groups establishing long-term on the site, limiting potential use by the general public. Sports 
facilities for these codes are needed but would be best developed elsewhere.  
 
The domain trust determined that this community open space was intended for community recreation and 
special events. We feel the heart of Kerikeri should belong to all and not be forsaken to long term use by a 
few. 
 
If you have views on this matter, we would be pleased to hear them 
 
 
Road Sealing 
 
Why does the road at the Kerikeri Road / Heritage bypass roundabout need to be resealed, almost 
immediately?   
 
Is it haste to spend money before the end of the financial year? Roadworks, when we have had about 420 
mm of rain in May and June, seem unwise. Sealing over wet substrate is not a winner and carrying the 
funds forward into the new financial year and drier weather would be more sensible. 
 



 

 

New Bridge Started 
 
The bridge will link Sammaree Reserve to 
Campbell Lane and was started by Rotary in April.  
 
On the first day, with the help of Peter Foote and 
his small digger, foundations were excavated and 
a temporary ramp put across the stream and, a 
pair of vertical poles were erected on each side – 
quite a feat.  
 
On the second day, with help from Friends of 
Wairoa Stream (FOWS), three cubic metres of 
concrete were barrowed in only 2 and a half hours. 
All the concrete was hand mixed using two concrete 
mixers and the vertical poles are now well embedded on each stream bank. Rotary will resume construction 
after the winter rains.  
 
Vision Kerikeri has received funding for the bridge design and $5,000 toward bridge construction from our 
Community Board, which has supported us each year with a financial grant, and Vision Kerikeri has also 
received several generous donations toward its construction. 
	

	
Picture:	Concrete	was	poured	on	both	sides	of	the	stream	-	a	
temporary	bridge	gave	access	to	the	south	side	

	
Picture:	Melissa	Harnett	gives	Rob	Moir	a	few	tips	on	how	to	handle	a	
wheel	barrow	full	of	concrete	

 
The Dalton Track is open 
 
The 350 metre track, which starts at Inlet Road and follows a tributary 
stream to join up with the main Wairoa Stream track not far from Te 
Wairere waterfall, is now opened and well used.  
 
Friends of Wairoa Stream built the track through the bush clad valley 
bequeathed by John Dalton the founding editor of the Bay Chronicle to 
FNDC.  FNDC cleared and metalled the small carpark off inlet Road  
	
	

Wairoa Stream Projects 

Picture:	One	of	the	two	concrete	mixers	in	action	

Picture:	This	pretty	waterfall	runs	parallel	to	
the	new	track 



	
	
Track extension to Mill Lane 
 
It is proposed that we extend the track 
another 350 metres upstream of the new 
bridge by following a tributary stream, which 
enters Wairoa Stream opposite Campbell 
Lane. The track would skirt Placemakers until 
a Mill Lane paper road extension is reached. 
From there, access to town would be via a 
public lane to Ranui. The proposed route is 
heavily infested with ginger and Jasmine 
which has been sprayed by Rob Moir of 
FOWS & Doug Foster of NRC, with the 
permission of the Land owners. A proposal 
will be submitted to the private landowners 
for their consideration. An easement would be 
required. 
 
 
Community Involvement in the Stream Projects 
One of the unexpected bonuses of these projects has been the involvement of both Kerikeri Primary and 
High Schools over the last two years. 
	
Kerikeri High School 

In 2017 Kerikeri High School decided to take the 
classroom to the stream bank starting with a project 
that is endeavouring to control and eradicate 
Tradescantia (Wandering Jew) that is a major weed 
problem for the overall stream projects. This activity 
has been further extended in 2018 with pupils 
undertaking weeding and planting expeditions. 
 
For Rod Brown and the Friends of the Wairoa Stream, 
the biggest challenge to developing the Wairoa Stream 
banks as a native habitat corridor is the plethora of 
weeds, many that started life as treasured plants in 
domestic flower gardens. Without control, the 
weeds soon choke out the natural regeneration of the 

native species and the vines destroy those native plants 
already growing. 
  
Sandra Leaming from the Science Department at Kerikeri 
School has been keen for the school to get involved in 
projects such as the Wairoa Stream as it gives students the 
opportunity to see the practical application of their studies in 
the Community. 
 
The combination of these two needs has resulted in a win-
win outcome for the stream projects. The students have 
planted 250 native plants in the areas that they have 
cleared of weeds. The Tradescantia project is ongoing. 

 

The	Google	Maps	image	shows	the	proposed	four	stages;	(	1	White	line,	
2	(Yellow),	3	Purple	7	4	Red.	The	blue	line	represents	the	end	of	the	
current	track	at	the	new	bridge	site.	

Picture:	Students	make	‘short	work’	of	the	weeds	–	the	
targets	being	Mexican	Devil	and	Black	Eyed	Susan. 

Picture:	A	few	weeks	later	it	was	time	to	plant	250	native	
plants	in	the	areas	cleared. 



 
 
Kerikeri Primary School	
 
Kerikeri primary school has a section of stream side habitat that was riddled with gorse, blackberry and 
Montbretia that they are restoring to native forest. This is their second year of planting and in June, twenty 
10 year olds did a magnificent job and planted 100 trees and shrubs.  

	 	
	
	
	
Carbon Neutral Project Moving Along 
 
We are all aware of the increasingly alarming climate outlook for our planet. The action required to slow, halt 
or even reverse the current trends is something that we can and need to start taking personal responsibility 
for. Unfortunately, our individual efforts can seem insignificant. As 
top-down energy policy has been rather weak: a bottom-up 
approach is needed. 
  
Vision Kerikeri Chairman Rod Brown believes that the answer is to 
start working collaboratively as a community. “Create the means by 
which each of us can determine our carbon emissions and measure 
our efforts to offset those. Using the aggregate data, we can 
benchmark our community carbon footprint and work collaboratively 
to find ways to reduce it with the objective being to ultimately create 
a carbon neutral Kerikeri”. 
  
Rod introduced this concept at the last AGM and after a slow start 
we are pleased to be able to advise that the project is starting to 
come to fruition with a lot of energy being put into the project by Rolf 
and Inge from Vision Kerikeri. 
  
A New Zealand specific online household “carbon calculator / survey” is 
now in the trial stage. Those who decide to participate in the project will 
be able to calculate the carbon emissions from: 

• Energy consumption 
• Food consumption 
• Waste disposal 
• Transport 
• Travel 

and calculate how much of that carbon is absorbed (sequestered) via the trees and shrubs on their property 
(fun for the kids). The survey would be an annual event so that we can measure our progress at both an 
individual and community level. 
  

The	project	is	not	just	focussed	on	
emissions	but	also	om	measuring	the	
absorption	of	carbon	(sequestering)	by	
trees	which	are	the	features	of	most	
properties	in	Kerikeri 

A Carbon Neutral Kerikeri 



Households are likely to be surprised by their carbon-footprint and we expect that family members will be 
keen to find ways that they can start to reduce emissions and increase sequestering with potential cost 
savings. 
  
An informative website will be created to help with this process by providing advice, tips and case studies 
which we hope will help each of us to develop more sustainable consumption habits and, in the process, 
even save money. We also intend to create similar resources for business and interactive tools that will 
engage school children. 
  
The Ministry for the Environment currently only holds national data, so our initiative would provide the first 
community level data in the country. We hope that it will be a catalyst for other towns to follow. 
   
Working with a like-minded group on Waiheke Island (similar size of land and population), The charitable 
trust, Carbon Neutral New Zealand Trust has been formed as a vehicle to get the project underway and 
hopefully encourage other communities to get involved. The Trust also hopes to offer an opportunity to pay 
“indulgence” to support sequestering projects. 
  
If you are keen to participate in the project you can express your interest by sending an email 
to: visionkerikeri@gmail.com and we will keep you updated on the project and the launch date. 
 
	
Riverview school goes solar 
 
In the last Newsletter we covered Kerikeri 
Retirement Villages move to an all-electric fleet 
of vehicles for its residents. This month, Cam 
McNicol reports on activity at the other end of 
the age spectrum with exciting developments at 
Riverview Primary School.  
 
Riverview School promotes wise and 
responsible use of resources that preserve the 
world we live in. In 2015 Riverview School was 
awarded a “Silver Enviro-award” from the 
Northland Regional Council. 
This award further sparked the initiative ‘Going 
for Gold’ which is an educational initiative to inspire the students to rise to higher levels to protect our 
environment and conserve energy. The installation of a PV solar system at Riverview School will give our 
students the opportunity to analyse data and explore the efficient use of electricity, not only in their school, 
but in their homes. It would also provide an on-going means of saving money that can be used to improve 
student achievement long into the future. 
Over Christmas 2017, 51 solar panels were installed along with Power Genius energy management system. 
The school estimates the savings from the first three months to be over $1600. A further benefit is that the 
solar installation provides a platform for the students to learn more about reducing fossil-fuel generated 
power and to help preserve our natural environment for future generations to enjoy. 

	
Footnote 
It was heartening to see the recent announcements that the CEOs of 60 companies that make up nearly half 
of New Zealand's greenhouse gas emissions have pledged to take a fresh stand on climate change. For  
those of you who missed it, view it at: www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=12087184. 
 

CONTACT US 
Website:	www.visionkerikeri.org.nz	
Email:	visionkerikeri@gmail.com	

Postal	Address:	5 Manako Place, RD 3, Kerikeri 029 


