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Thoughts for the day 
When I was a boy I was told that anybody could become President; I'm beginning to believe it. 
 Clarence Darrow 
 
“I used to think that the top environmental problems were biodiversity loss, eco-system collapse 
and climate change. I thought that with 30 years of good science we could address these 
problems. But I was wrong. The top environmental problems are selfishness, greed and apathy 
…and to deal with these we need a spiritual and cultural transformation and we scientists don’t 
know how to do that.” Gus Speth Yale University, quoted in Rod Oram’s AGM presentation to 
VKK August 2018 
 
 
 

The	AGM	was	well	attended	by	65	people	including	the	Mayor	Hon.	John	Carter	and	
Community	Board	members	Lane	Ayr	and	Rachel	Smith.	The	Chairman	Rod	Brown	stood	
down	after	15	years	and	was	made	a	life	member.	He	commented	on	the	persistent	
failure	of	Council	to	plan	for	growth	and	a	lack	of	strategic	vision	for	Kerikeri,	that	the	
recently	approved	Long	Term	Plan	2018-2028	does	not	address	these	issues,	and	“that	
Kerikeri	needs	to	be	more	active	in	promoting	its	interests	or	accept	what	we	are	given	
and	our	four	Council	representatives	from	the	Eastern	Ward	need	to	pull	together	and	
better	advocate	our	interests”.		
	
The	AGM	was	the	last	for	Rod	Brown	as	the	Chairperson	of	Vision	Kerikeri	since	its	
inception.	Rod	is	remaining	on	the	committee	and	will	continue	to	take	an	active	role	in	

Vision	Kerikeri.	He	was	presented	with	a	life	membership	in	recognition	of	the	huge	contribution	that	he	made.	
	
Presentation	by	Guest	Speaker	Rod	Oram	
The	guest	speaker,	Rod	Oram,	a	well-known	business	
journalist,	gave	an	interesting	and	stimulating	presentation	
on	“Reinventing	Paradise	creating	a	deeply	sustainable	
Aotearoa	New	Zealand	in	a	rapidly	changing	world,	with	
economic	dislocations,	and	political	and	social	
disruptions”.		
	
He	discussed	how	we	need	to	live	within	our	planetary	
boundaries	which	will	present	some	monumental	
challenges	and	requires	a	profound	and	widespread	shift	
from	the	old	economy	to	a	new,	low	emissions	economy.	
He	is	optimistic	and	pointed	out	that	we	are	a	diverse	
nation	with	strong	roots,	a	creative,	ambitious	and	
confident	society,	a	small	society	but	can	progress	quickly,	
socially,	culturally,	politically	and	economically.	
His	full	presentation	can	be	viewed	at	
https://sustainable.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Rod-Oram-Global-Scene-Setting.pdf	
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Figure	1	-	David	Clendon	(Left),	
the	incoming	Chair	of	VKK,	
presents	outgoing	Chair,	Rod	
Brown,	with	a	life	membership	

Figure	2	-	Guest	speaker	Rod	Oram	



	
	
	
	
	
New	Chairperson	for	Vision	Kerikeri	
David	Clendon,	the	new	Chair	of	Vision	Kerikeri,	has	a	relationship	with	the	town	that	began	long	before	he	and	his	

partner	Lindis	moved	here	full-time	in	2012.			
	
“After	years	of	holidaying	in	Kerikeri	we	wondered	why	we	kept	going	back	to	
Auckland,”	he	says.		“Then	suddenly	we	realised	we	didn’t	have	to.		So	we	bought	
a	house	and	a	patch	of	land	and	we’ve	been	here	ever	since.”	
	
David	was	an	MP	for	the	Green	Party	from	2009	to	2017,	including	time	as	the	
party’s	senior	whip.		“Organising	a	bunch	of	Green	MPs	is	a	bit	like	herding	cats,	so	
I	thought	I	was	well	qualified	to	chair	VKK,”	says	David.	
	
Before	becoming	an	MP	David	spent	12	years	as	an	academic,	teaching	politics	and	
resource	management.		Having	previously	owned	and	operated	two	of	Auckland’s	

first	wholefoods	stores,	he	is	also	familiar	with	the	challenges	facing	small	businesses.	
	
“Vision	Kerikeri	exists,	in	part,	to	try	to	overcome	the	lack	of	planning	that	has	plagued	this	town	for	many	years,”	he	
says.		“I	hope	to	keep	the	organisation	at	the	forefront	of	advocating	on	behalf	of	the	community	and	its	aspirations	
for	well-managed	development.	
	
“It’s	important	that	the	town’s	continued	development	doesn’t	come	at	the	cost	of	the	social	and	environmental	
qualities	that	attracted	us	all	here	in	the	first	place.”	
 
Our	new	secretary	Sue	Skarupsky	
Bob	Bubendorfer	retired	after	14	years	dedicated	service	and	was	presented	with	life	membership.	Our	new	
Secretary	Sue	Skarupsky,	who	was	a	committee	member	at	our	inception	in	2003,	has	re-joined	the	committee.	
Welcome	back	Sue.	
	
	
 

	
Kerikeri	Domain	
The	future	of	the	Kerikeri	Domain	is	still	being	considered	by	the	FNDC	and	interested	groups	and	individuals	in	the	
community.	The	process	was	triggered	in	part	by	the	Council	belatedly	realising	it	was	in	breach	of	statutory	
requirements	that	the	reserve	should	have	a	management	plan.		
	
A	number	of	meetings	have	been	held	–	some	‘by	invitation’,	and	others	open	to	all	–	and	the	level	of	engagement	
demonstrates	that	locals	really	do	feel	strongly	that	the	Domain	is	an	important	public	asset.		
	
While	a	broad	range	of	views	have	been	expressed	about	what	should	be	done,	there	is	a	general	consensus	on	some	
key	issues.	These	include	the	need	to	retain	a	large	open	space	to	accommodate	day	to	day	passive	recreation,	and	to	
accommodate	annual	events	like	the	half-marathon,	the	hot	rod	and	classic	car	show,	the	circus.		
	
There	is	wide	support	for	expanding	and	upgrading	the	well-used	children’s	playground,		and	perhaps	to	provide	
some	fun	and	challenging	facilities	for	older	children.		
	
Improved	planting	and	landscaping,	and	the	installation	of	more	artworks	(preferably	of	the	‘interactive’	variety)	has	
wide	support.		
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Changes in VKK committee 

Figure	3	-	David	Clendon	



A	major	‘sticking	point’	in	the	discussion	has	been	the	future	of	the	pavilion.	In	August	2018	the	FNDC	decided	
(against	the	advice	of	VKK)	that	the	fire-damaged	building	should	be	repaired.	More	recently	it	has	been	discovered	
that	the	building	has	some	structural	damage,	and	so	that	decision	is	being	reviewed.	A	meeting	of	Council	last	week	
held	an	‘in	committee’	discussion	about	the	issue,	but	at	time	of	writing	no	outcome	has	been	publicly	announced.	
	
It	is	VKK’s	view	that	the	pavilion	building	is	no	longer	fit	for	purpose,	and	should	be	demolished	and	replaced	(on	a	
different	site	within	the	reserve)	with	a	multi-use	facility	that	will	serve	a	wide	variety	of	community	needs.	There	is	
some	support	for	retaining	the	building,	but	much	of	that	stems	from	a	concern	that	if	it	is	demolished	there	will	be	
no	budget	to	establish	a	replacement.		
	
It	is	intended	that	a	draft	scheme	for	the	Domain	plan,	currently	being	prepared	by	Beca	Group,	should	be	available	
for	public	consultation	before	the	end	of	the	year,	with	a	submission	period	ending	some	time	in	February	and	a	final	
decision	to	be	made	by	June	next	year.	
	
Kerikeri	roading	and	infrastructure	
The	10	year	Long	Term	Plan	2018-2028	has	been	adopted	by	Council.	The	three	roads	proposed	for	Kerikeri	in	the	
draft	Plan	have	been	deferred	in	favour	of	Council	undertaking	a	strategic	study	for	roads	for	the	whole	Far	North	
(whatever	that	may	mean).	
	
There	seems	within	Council	some	confusion	about	distinguishing	between	roads	which	may	or	may	not	be	needed	
district	wide,	and	urgently	needed	infrastructure	to	support	the	rapid	growth	already	occurring	in	Kerikeri.	
	
Of	the	four	Councillors	from	our	ward	only	Councillor	Ann	Court	supported	the	Kerikeri	roads	-	one	Councillor	was	
absent	and	two	from	our	Ward	voted	against.	While	we	understand	that	Councillors	should	vote	at	large	(but	we	do	
not	always	observe	rigorous	application	of	this	principle),	we	need	to	promote	Kerikeri	more	vigorously,	and	at	the	
election	next	year,	ensure	that	Councillors	from	our	electorate	have	an	understanding	of	our	issues.	
	
Since	the	Council	LTP	decision,	Arvida	Group	(see	item	below)	has	announced	plans	to	construct	two	hundred	new	
retirement	homes	and	a	‘care	facility’	along	Hall	Road,	which	would	feed	more	traffic	onto	Kerikeri	Road	and	add	
extra	burden	to	other	already	stretched	facilities	and	infrastructure.	It	is	also	proposed	to	bring	logging	trucks	from	
the	Waitangi	Forest	through	Kerikeri	CBD.	
 
The District Plan 
The	10-year	District	Plan	(DP)	Review	has	been	slowly	progressing.	An	FNDC	press	release	is	reported	below.	Kerikeri	
is	increasingly	urbanised	and	growing	fast.	We	will	be	interested	to	see	how	the	draft	DP	proposes	to	manage	both	
urbanisation	and	our	valuable	soils.		In	1996	it	was	recommended	in	a	study	commissioned	by	Council	(Clarke,	
Thacker	Barber	&	Lyford;	Jan.	1996	P25)	that	Northern	Red	&	Brown	Loams	should	“be	protected	from	the	adverse	
effects	of	urban	encroachment,	lifestyle	and	other	uses	incompatible	with	the	production	of	food	and	fibre”.	A	good	
part	of	the	horse	seems	to	have	bolted.	
 
Council Media release: District Plan to manage land use and subdivision in the District 
15 October 2018 

How	can	we	get	the	right	activities	happening	in	the	right	places?		That	is	one	of	the	questions	the	Far	North	District	
Council	is	putting	to	communities	as	it	creates	a	new	District	Plan	to	manage	land	use	and	subdivision	in	the	District.	

The	Council	launched	a	community	engagement	project	called	Let’s	Plan	Together	in	January	2016	as	the	first	step	in	a	
review	of	the	current	District	Plan.		It	has	since	developed	a	policy	framework	that	addresses	Significant	Resource	
Management	Issues	(SRMIs)	the	community	helped	to	identify.	These	issues	are:	

• Rural	Sustainability	
• Affordable	Infrastructure	
• Heritage	Management	
• Coastal	Management	
• Urban	Sustainability	
• Indigenous	Biodiversity	
• Tangata	Whenua	Partnerships	



• Climate	Change,	Natural	Hazards	and	Resilience	
• Landscapes	and	Features.	

The	Council	is	now	entering	the	next	phase	of	the	District	Plan	review	and	would	like	to	know	what	the	community	thinks	
of	the	policy	framework	and	rule	directions	it	has	written.		

It	will	use	feedback	to	create	zone	maps	and	rules	and	invite	formal	submissions	on	the	Proposed	District	Plan,	which	will	
incorporate	new	national	planning	standards,	in	late	2019.	

Mayor	John	Carter	says	the	law	requires	local	authorities	to	review	and	update	their	District	Plans	every	10	years.		

“Our	District	Plan	is	out	of	sync	with	national	and	regional	policy	statements,	which	it	must	give	effect	to,	and	it	doesn’t	
respond	well	to	a	number	of	issues	we	currently	face	in	the	district.”	

These	issues	include	the	loss	of	horticultural	land,	the	need	to	prevent	urban	sprawl	and	the	need	to	consider	floods	and	
other	natural	hazards	when	developing	or	subdividing	land.	

“The	Draft	District	Plan	provides	a	high	level	framework	and	some	rule	direction	that	indicate	where	certain	activities	
should	occur	and	when	consent	should	be	required.		We	will	further	develop	these	rules	using	feedback	from	the	
community.”	

Mayor	John	Carter	encourages	people	who	care	about	the	environment	and	how	the	district	is	developed	to	provide	
feedback	before	17	December.		

“The	District	Plan	review	process	is	a	one-in-ten-year	opportunity	to	influence	how	we	manage	land	use	and	subdivision	in	
the	District.		Please	make	sure	you	have	your	say.”	

People	can	get	more	information	or	provide	feedback	at	www.letsplantogether.org.nz	or	chat	to	staff	at	a	Lets	Plan	
Together	roadshow	event	at	Kaitaia,	Pukenui,	Cable	Bay,	Mangonui,	Kerikeri,	Kaeo,	Russell,	Paihia,	Kawakawa,	Kaikohe,	
Kohukohu,	Rawene	and	Opononi	in	November	and	December.	

 

 

	
Arvida	Retirement	Village	Proposal	
This	large	development	has	been	recently	reported.	The	purchase	is	pending	completion/settlement,	expected	to	be	
finalised	shortly.	The	detailed	planning	proposal	has	yet	to	be	presented	to	Council.	Some	of	your	committee	
members	have	had	a	preliminary	meeting	with	the	developers.	Figure	4	below	outlines	the	current	thinking	for	this	
development.		
	
Arvida	spoke	of	wanting	to	‘integrate	into	the	community	and	at	this	early	stage	only	a	few	comments/observations	
can	be	made:	

• It	leads	to	intensification	within	walking	distance	of	the	CBD	which	has	long	been	a	VKK	planning	position.	
• Quality	orchard	land	is	lost	for	food	production.	However,	the	land	has	long	been	zoned	Residential.	
• If	an	Esplanade	Reserve	is	acquired,	the	public	walkway	can	be	extended	further	up	the	Wairoa	Stream	and	

also	along	the	true	right	bank	of	the	unnamed	tributary	Stream	behind	Placemakers.	This	was	discussed	and	
Arvida	expressed	an	interest	and	potential	support	for	this.	

• Hall	Road	residents	will	be	impacted,	especially	during	the	construction	phase.	The	road	is	ill	suited	to	heavy	
traffic	and	the	lack	of	footpaths	would	present	a	serious	safety	hazard.	

• It	will	generate	further	traffic	on	Kerikeri	Road	with	its	already	high	and	problematic	traffic	volumes	at	certain	
times	of	the	day.	

• It	is	within	the	area	of	benefit	of	the	new	sewerage	scheme	and	the	effect	of	the	proposal	on	available	
capacity	would	require	investigation.	

• FNDC,	almost	uniquely,	requires	no	development	contributions.	It	is	difficult	to	believe	that	such	a	large	
development	will	have	no	impact	on	infrastructure.	It	is	not	yet	clear	whether	a	plan	change	would	be	

Urban Development 



required,	but	given	the	scale	of	the	project	consent	applications	should	be	'notified'.		
	

Arvida	has	agreed	to	present	a	more	detailed	'master	plan'	of	their	intentions	to	VKK	early	in	November.	

	

 

Figure	4	–	Proposed	development:	The	area	in	dark	blue	represents	the	three	titles	Arvida	have	purchased.	The	yellow	shading	is	the	
approximate	site	of	the	‘Wellness	Centre’	(i.e.,	care	facility,	a	café	&	social	area).	The	green	shading	indicates	the	likely	location	of	the	first	

several	stages	of	the	development.	

 

Stream	Walkway:	New	bridge	construction	
In	April	the	pole	piles	were	placed	for	the	new	footbridge	being	built	half	a	kilometre	upstream	from	Cobham	Rd	
bridge.	It	has	been	on	hold	during	the	wet	winter.	Construction	is	now	well	underway	by	Rotary	Kerikeri,	led	by	
experienced	Project	Manager	Keith	Day,	with	the	skilled	assistance	of	Peter	Foote	and	his	digger.	They	have	very	
professionally	managed	the	difficult	task	of	getting	the	huge	9-metre-long	pole	beams	across	the	stream.	
	
At	the	time	of	writing	the	bridge	is	not	open	for	public	access,	we	expect	it	to	be	opened	in	December.	We	will	keep	
you	updated.	
	

	 	 	

	 	 	
A	selection	of	pictures	from	the	bridge	construction	

	
	

Wairoa Stream Projects 



Wairoa	Stream	weeding		
After	5	years,	some	impact	is	being	made	on	one	of	our	key	objectives,	controlling	the	numerous	weed	species	
infesting	the	stream.	We	do	not	want	the	stream	to	resemble	much	of	the	rest	of	Kerikeri.		
	
Target	species	and	the	estimated	success	rates	are:	Moth	Plant	(98%),	Ginger	(98%),	Plectranthus	(Blue	spur	flower	
98%),	Climbing	Asparagus	(95%),	Tobacco	Weed	(90%),	Taiwan	Cherry	(80%),	Jasmine	(80%),	Japanese	honeysuckle	
(70%),	gorse	(70%),	Brush	wattle	(60%),	Palm	grass	(50%),	Montbretia	(40%),	Aristea	(blue	flowers	30%)		Privet	(20%),	
Mexican	Devil	(10%),	German	Ivy	(10%),	and		kikuyu.		
	
Reinfestation	from	the	opposite	bank	and	elsewhere	is	ongoing.	
	
Kerikeri	High	School	Action	Group	
Sophia	Houben	and	Anel	Herbst	helped	plant	trees	on	
Queens	Birthday	and	emailed	us:		
	
“We	have	taken	inspiration	from	what	you	guys	are	
doing	and	we	emailed	the	council	about	the	possibility	
of	installing	an	environmental	program	in	school	where	
kids	could	come	and	help	out	the	community	by	
weeding,	planting,	water	testing	and	cleaning	in	Wairoa	
and	other	places	around	Kerikeri.		
	
This	followed	your	request	for	the	younger	generation	to	
get	involved	and	maybe	someday	take	over	all	your	hard	
work.	Our	request	was	successful	and	yesterday	we	had	
a	meeting	with	the	Major	John	Carter	who	is	very	
optimistic	about	our	idea,	and	will	share	it	around.	We	
wanted	to	start	it	in	our	school	and	were	wondering	if	
we	could	possibly	get	a	group	of	keen	students	together	
and	partner	up	with	Friends	of	Wairoa	to	help	with	this	work,	after	school”		
	
These	two	young	students	from	KKHS	have	organised	their	fellow	students	and	abut	15	students	weed	on	the	stream	
about	once	per	month.	
	
	
	
  
Carbon	Neutral	Kerikeri	

The	Carbon	Neutral	Kerikeri	Project	has	been	developing	well.		The	Carbon	Neutral	NZ	Trust	has	
been	established	in	cooperation	with	our	partners	from	Waiheke	Island.			
	
The	website	http://www.carbonneutraltrust.org.nz	has	been	developed	to	enable	each	of	us	to	
calculate	our	household	carbon	emissions	and	sequestration.	By	registering	your	email	address	all	of	
your	carbon	data	will	be	stored	and	each	household	can	track	the	progress	that	they	make.	In	
addition,	community	data	is	aggregated	and	we	can	measure	the	overall	progress	that	Kerikeri	is	
making	towards	achieving	carbon	neutrality.	The	site	also	offers	advice	on	how	to	reduce	your	
carbon	footprint.			
	

This	provides	opportunities	not	only	to	mitigate	climate	change,	but	also	to	reduce	household	costs	-	be	among	the	
first	to	try	it	out!			There	is	also	a	facebook	page	@carbonneutralkerikeri	–	become	a	follower!		
	
At	the	recent	VKK	annual	general	meeting,	Mayor	John	Carter	welcomed	the	initiative	and	suggested	cooperation	
with	Council	to	avoid	duplication	in	our	common	ambition.	
	

A Carbon Neutral Kerikeri 

Figure	6	-	Carbon	
Neutral	Logo	

Figure	5	-	The	students	weeding	experience	Queens	Birthday	weekend.	



The	public	launch	is	planned	at	St	Johns	Hall	on	Thursday	November	22	at	7pm	-	you	will	receive	an	invitation	in	due	
course.	
 
Summary	Brief	report	on	the	EDS	Australia	&	New	Zealand	Climate	Change	and	Business	
Conference	9&10	Oct	2018	
Our	treasurer	Inge	and	Deputy	Chairperson	Rolf	participated	together	with	a	record	300	people	from	businesses,	
councils,	environmental	groups,	journalists.	With	72	speakers,	8	sessions	and	8	workshops,	an	incredible	amount	of	
sub-themes	of	climate	change	were	covered.	

The	presentations	can	be	viewed	by	clicking	this	link:	http://www.eds.org.nz/our-work/CCBC/2018-ccbc-
presentations/	
	
The	Paris	Accord,	the	Carbon	Zero	Bill,	and	the	UK	Climate	Commission,	were	the	starting	points	for	a	lot	of	
action.	Meanwhile,	setting	greenhouse	gas	emission	reduction	targets	is	becoming	the	norm.	67	leading	NZ	
companies,	who	represent	50%	of	our	total	emissions,	have	signed	a	commitment	to	reduce	carbon	emissions	and	
are	acting	on	it.		It	seemed	that,	this	action	was	financially	beneficial	to	them.		Carbon	accounting	and	mitigation	of	
risk	plans	seem	to	be	well	understood,	and	the	purchase	of	Green	bonds	will	be	a	welcome	field	for	large	investors.	
Statistics	with	indicators	for	Aotearoa	need	to	be	worked	on	very	hard.	The	mood	was	overall	positive,	if	not	buoyant.	
All	businesses	want	rules,	laws	and	milestones	that	reach	far	into	the	future.	
	
In	the	evening,	the	impressive	new	movie	“The	Human	Element”	was	shown:	Available	to	view	at	home	
here:	https://pureadvantage.org/thehumanelement/	
 
 
	
 

CONTACT US 
Website:	www.visionkerikeri.org.nz	
Email:	visionkerikeri@gmail.com	

Postal	Address:	5 Manako Place, RD 3, Kerikeri 029 


