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Thoughts for the day
“They are ill discoverers that think there is no land, when they can see nothing but sea. -Francis Bacon, essayist,
philosopher, and statesman (1561-1626)
Every increased possession loads us with new weariness. -John Ruskin, author, art critic, and social reformer (18191900)

Council Matters

A Day at the Beach? – A return to Taronui
Kerikeri was once described in a national newspaper as being just a beach short of perfection but over time
enjoyment of many local beaches has been hindered or
prevented because access to them is over private land.
Access to the Taronui Recreation Reserve is via a 3.4km
Crown owned conservation strip which provides a legally
available public access, but at present only accommodates
pedestrian access.
Vision Kerikeri are supporting a petition that calls on FNDC
and the Department of Conservation to secure and develop
public road access to a point near to the beach so that
surfers, snorkellers and families of today and the future can
enjoy this coastal wonderland.
https://www.change.org/p/department-of-conservationsupport-a-campaign-to-gain-better-access-to-our-coastline.
This petition has gained almost 1500 signatures in only two
weeks
Figure 1 Map courtesy DOC

This is not a ‘new’ project. It was well underway in 2006,
after discussion with Ngati Rehia, but it died when the Council allocated funds set aside for Taronui access to another
project.
It is for the Far North District Council to recognise that beach activities are the most popular and affordable form of
recreation for all its citizens. Northland has more coastline per square kilometre than anywhere but the offshore
islands, but 20 per cent of Northland's 3,483km stretch of coastline remains in private freehold ownership.
The public should be afforded full and fair access to beaches and we urge DOC and FNDC to take this opportunity, and
also to take action if similar chances to reach our coastline arise elsewhere.

Kerikeri Domain
The FNDC released a draft Reserve Management Plan for Kerikeri Domain late is 2018. The Council sought public
feedback on the draft and Vision Kerikeri did make a detailed submission. You can view the full submission on our
website: http://www.visionkerikeri.org.nz/single-post/2019/03/11/VKK-Domain-submission-Kerikeri-

‘Our-town-has-a-heart

Our broad vision is shown in the site plan on the next page.

Urban Development
Arvida Retirement Village Proposal
Vision Kerikeri is continuing to keep a close eye on the proposal to establish a retirement
village on 18 hectares of orchard land in Hall Rd.
Arvida Group wish to build 200 houses (a mix of two and three bedroom dwellings) and a 90 bed ‘care facility’, along
with ‘communal facilities’ which would be likely to include a cafe and a gymnasium. Residents were understandably
alarmed when the initial consent application, lodged in November, included a conservative estimate that during the
earthworks phase alone there would be a truck and trailer load of aggregate rumbling along the street every 10-15
minutes, seven hours a day, for three months. The effects of this activity, and a dramatic increase in ‘light’ traffic
movements, in a street barely 5 metres wide for most of its length and lacking any footpaths, was deemed by the
applicant to be less than minor! Issues about potential stormwater damage and restricted access to downstream
properties were also, in our view, glossed over.To their credit, FNDC does seem to be demanding that the applicant
provide more information, and explain how the adverse effects, not least of all the safety of residents, can be avoided
or mitigated.
A second application, lodged on December 20th, sought consent to build 28 houses with associated roading and other
infrastructure. The applicant’s case is that consent is needed only because of the number of vehicle movements that
would be generated by the development, given that the area is zoned ‘residential’. This zoning permits 40 vehicle
movements per day – the developer concedes that the 28 houses would generate close to 200.
The application states that ‘...the proposal is residential in nature and is an anticipated form of development within
the Residential zone”. We would argue to the contrary, that what is proposed is in fact a major commercial, mixed
use development, and as such consent applications should be fully notified in order to allow public participation in
the process.
Unlike a standard residential development, that creates multiple land titles, Arvida will retain 100% ownership of the
land, all buildings and other infrastructure – residents only ‘own’ a right to occupy a property. Given that the
company will no doubt enjoy considerable and ongoing profits from the development, it seems reasonable to insist

that the associated social, environmental and infrastructure costs should be sheeted home to them rather than borne
by local residents and the wider Kerikeri community. A fully notified consent application process is necessary to
ensuring an equitable and positive
outcome.

Wairoa Stream Projects
The new bridge

Under the skilled management of Keith Day of Rotary Kerikeri the new bridge (photo left), which crosses the stream
between Sammaree Reserve to near Campbell lane, has now
been completed and is operational. The Community Board
contributed $5,000 toward the cost for which we are grateful.
The total cost was $7,500, considerably less than the estimated
cost because of generous pricing by ITM for building materials,
which is also gratefully acknowledged.
Council now has an asset which it is understood would have
cost of the order of $70,000 to $80,000 if it had been
contracted. The bridge is already being well used, including by
residents who live across the stream for which it is a short cut
into town.

Proposed Extension to Wairoa Stream Walkway to Mill Lane

The Community Board has approved funding for extending
the Wairoa Stream Walkway a further 70 metres upstream
from the new bridge to the confluence of a tributary
opposite Campbell Lane. A contractor will remove weed
tree species.
There will be a public planting of about 700 native plants
on; Sunday 9th June at 0900. Meet at the Cobham Road
carpark.

Figure 2 - The planned extensions to the track

This will be the first stage of a proposed 350 metre track
extension around Placemakers to Mill Lane which will,
when completed, allow walking access back into town via
Charlotte Kemp Drive & Ranui Avenue.

The next stages of this project would be on private property which will require the approval of the private land
owners with whom discussion is taking place.

Figure 3 - The current vegetation on stage 1

Figure 4- Rod Brown & Stan Jackson at the confluence of the two
streams

Kerikeri Primary School reinstatement of track
We understand that about 50 years ago Kerikeri Primary School school children, on a hot day, would walk down the
steep bank along a rudimentary track to swim in the stream. Friends of Wairoa Stream are reinstating the track which
has been inaccessible for many years. This is being funded by the school PPTA.
We are interested in the history of this track and would like to hear from anyone who has memories from their school
days of of using the track.
A few pictures of the track building team in action

Wairoa Stream plantings
We have planted 11,200 plants along the stream to date. Many are now established having been planted up to 5
years ago. However, our recent plantings have suffered during this long, dry summer. In order to limit losses it has
been necessary to use teams to bucket water from the stream. We have also been able to use 70-metre-long hoses
with water kindly provided from Inlet Estate.

Dalton Track
This track, which follows a tributary stream from Inlet Road to near the confluence
with Wairoa Stream, was recently unusable while stormwater from an adjacent
property was organised. Council has reinstated the track by constructing a small
bridge (left).

A Carbon Neutral Kerikeri
Our affiliated Carbon Neutral NZ Trust has been focussing on raising public awareness of the effect of CO2e emissions
on Climate Change. While the website and the carbon calculator are being updated and improved continuously,
hundreds of people have been urged to use the calculator to realise their household’s net carbon footprint and the
offered tips for improvement.
Simultaneously, audio-visual materials based on “Kaitiaki the Magical
CO2 Monster” (http://carbonneutraltrust.org.nz) are being developed
for teachers to explain Climate Change, CO2 and the carbon calculator,
so that the students can use it together with their parents as
homework. Thus we expect a triple effect on teachers, students and
parents.
At our first organised seminar Hubands Energy Steve Sangster informed
about 60 participants about the opportunities of alternative energies,
Figure 5 - Kaitiaki
especially with solar installations (with and without batteries) on
private homes. The world is (too) slowly moving away from fossil fuels
in an increasingly electrified world with rising efficiencies. Reliable installers like Hubands are important to advise on
the most effective gear for individual households. Simon Bocock of Top Energy outlined their positive attitude for
photo voltaic installations and that already about 750 premises with solar are connected in our region, one of the
highest in NZ. On a summers day at midday this is now contributing more than 10% of the demand on the network!
The next seminar is planned with an expert on Electric Vehicles (EV) sometime in May - watch this space!
An e-bike trip from Waiheke Island to Parliament in Wellington in support of the planned Zero Carbon Bill is being
organised from March 23 to April 16 with wide media coverage.
Our Kerikeri team is eagerly looking for interested volunteers to help with; organising, researching, information,
ideas, contacting and tutoring. The topics are energy, waste, food, land/agriculture/trees, oceans, health, air,
transport. The effect of people’s participation depends on large numbers, which we need to reach to mitigate Global
Warming.

Bicentennial
November 4th this year marks the 200th anniversary of the signing
in 1819 of a deed between Samuel Marsden, the Church
Missionary Society, and Hongi Hika, which allowed for the
establishment of the Kerikeri Mission Station and was the
foundation for our town. That makes Kerikeri the first township in
New Zealand to qualify for 200 birthday candles!
Vision Kerikeri was represented at a meeting hosted recently by
Heritage New Zealand, to generate ideas about how we might
realise the cultural, social and economic opportunities that this
milestone presents. A brief outline of the project is found
here https://vimeo.com/306630220
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