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New Chair for Vision Kerikeri

It is with regret that the Vision Kerikeri (VKK) committee has 
accepted David Clendon’s resignation from Chair and 
Committee-membership. David resigned in order to avoid 
any potential conflicts of interest, following his election as a 
councillor to the Far North District Council. On behalf of VKK 
we offer David our proud congratulations and thank him for 
his contributions.   

At the following 
meeting, committee 
member Jo Lumkong 
was chosen to chair VKK 
for the remainder of the 
current year of 
operation.  Fortunately, 
Jo accepted the 
position despite of her 
already numerous active 
community 
engagements like 
Tuhono 200, Our 
Kerikeri and The 
Illumination Workshop. 
 Jo’s big picture thinking 
and creativity as interior 
and product designer 
are based on her understanding how environment impacts 
culture, productivity and human psychology. She is also the 
mother of her two children (10 and 12 years).  For more 
detailed information about Jo, have a look at her Pepeha 
(PDF).  
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Thoughts for the 
day

“Progress is measured 
by the speed at which 
we destroy the 
conditions that sustain 
life.” George Monbiot 

“The problem with 
comprehension is, it 
often comes too late.” 
Rasmenia Massoud, Human 
Detritus 

Contact Us

Our email address is: 
visionkerikeri@gmail.com 

We also regularly update our 
website 
www.visionkerikeri.org.nz              

Follow us on 
Facebook:

https://
www.facebook.com/
visionkerikeri/
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Wairoa Stream Projects
Spring Time

Those of you who regularly walk the Wairoa Stream will be aware of the improvements to the 
track since it was opened in April 2017. In addition to the track construction and maintenance, 
more than 13,000 native trees and shrubs have been planted in a number of areas running 
along the length of that track.  

Those plantings require a considerable amount of TLC, especially at this time of of the year 
when rampant spring growth can overwhelm more recent plantings, particularly those areas 
where grass and weeds are still receiving plenty of sunlight. Grass growth is not inhibited by 
the developing native trees until these form a canopy which eventually deprives the grasses of 
sunlight necessary for growth. That 'canopy stage' is not reached until at least six years after 

planting, assuming that the young plants have enjoyed good growing conditions.  We also 
have a problem with vines in Kerikeri, mostly species that have 'escaped' from gardens but 
these have become a major challenge to native trees, especially if they are allowed to run 
unchecked in the bush. 

During spring, the Friends of Wairoa Stream volunteers struggle to keep this spring growth in 
check. We have a number of weapons in our weed control armoury ranging from the hand 
clearing of vines, mowing of some areas where the terrain is ‘mower friendly’, using strimmers 
(weedeaters) on larger and more difficult areas of weeds and grass and, spraying the 
more invasive weeds and larger infestations of vines 

Depending upon the weather conditions, growth will either continue (if we have a wet 
summer) or, as in recent years, the onset of dry conditions can result in us switching from 
weeding to watering those newest plantings to ensure that they survive their first year.    
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Weeds & vines rapidly choke the young plants in spring (left) 
unless strimmed (right) 
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New Boardwalk

The team has again displayed their growing range of skills with the construction of a 
boardwalk over a slippery segment of the track across a rock shelf that was particularly slippery 
during winter conditions. The pictures tell the story. 

Our first Rat Line is operating

In the last newsletter we outlined our intention to 
commence pest control operations. This is now 
under way with 20 rat traps being monitored along 
a 1km stretch (approx) of the track, immediately 
downstream of the Te Wairere waterfall.  The image 
on the left shows the newly formed ‘Rat Pack’ 
setting up the traps back in October.  

Signage & Vandalism

We have erected quite extensive signage along the nearly 4km length of the track. This is done 
at some expense and it is frustrating to have signs vandalised or stolen. We are looking to 
extend signage to include information boards on the different native species that you 
encounter while walking the track. Hopefully the people responsible will take the opportunity 
to advance their education rather than indulging in the mindless ‘destruction of the work of 
volunteers.  The most recent ‘victim’ was a picnic table that has been extensively damaged. 
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The construction team in action (left) and the finished product (right)
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Then & Now

It is alway great to see how the work is progressing. The two images below show one of the 
least accessible areas, along the top of the Wairere waterfall, when we first started the project. 
The progress in just three years has been impressive.  
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October 2016 and Rod Brown surveys the possible track route through recently dead Jasmine which had 
formed an impenetrable barrier prior to being sprayed (left). That same spot in December 2019.

Thank you to supporters of the Wairoa Stream projects

Thanks to the Friends of Wairoa Stream for another year of toil on the projects. I am sure that 
Rod Brown will give your a well earned rest on Christmas day.  

Thanks also to the others who have helped us in different ways over 2019. Without the 
funding from community organisations and individuals we would not be able to carry out 
much of the work that we have. We are grateful to:  

✤ Trees That Count and Matariki Tu Rakau for funding this year's native plants.  

✤ Kerikeri Primary School Parent Teachers Association. 

✤ The Bay of Islands - Whangaroa Community Board and  Far North District Council (FNDC) 
for funding tree felling and chipping.  

✤ Several generous donations from individuals.  

✤ Zane Wright of FNDC for his support when necessary. 

http://www.visionkerikeri.org.nz
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Council Matters 
Congrats to the newly elected Mayor, Councillors and Community 
Board Members

The Vision Kerikeri Committee would like to extend its congratulations to those who were 
successful in the recent local body elections.  We are looking forward to a continuation of the 
constructive relationship with the Council and Community Board. 

During the election process it was obvious that there are very high expectations for 
considerable improvement at Council.  We expect that the internal frictions among Councillors 
as well as staff will be history with a focus on the challenging work ahead.  Regional frictions 
need to stop in favour of all Councillors caring for the wellbeing of all towns and areas:  there is 
no competition between the areas of the Bay of Islands, the Hokianga and Kaitaia! 
 Communication with the public needs to be improved.  Climate Change effects need to be 
considered intensively for every project.  Far North Sea Change provided a useful list of items 
to be considered by all elected members and staff:  www.seachange.kiwi 

Arvida Retirement Village 

by Lindis Capper-Starr (Hall Road resident) 

In late October hearings were held by two commissioners to determine whether FNDC should 
put extra conditions on Arvida for their Hall Road retirement village development.   

Many of the residents of Hall Road made written submissions and many were heard at the 
hearing.  Despite only a select handful of residents being invited to submit, several extras 
showed up in support and the commissioners allowed them to be heard as ‘witnesses’ for the 
submitters.   

The single common element in 
all the submissions was the need 
for a footpath to be in place 
before the heavy construction/
earth moving traffic started 
rolling down the road.  Hall Road 
is very narrow, with no footpath 
or grass verge along most of it, 
so it is (by default) a shared 
space between pedestrians, 
cyclists and motorised vehicles. 

In late November the results 
were released and I think it’s fair 
to say the residents were 
disappointed.  The 
commissioners have seemed to 
follow the council’s lead of relying 
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on the goodwill of the developer and not require extra conditions.  As we have seen in the 
case of the Quail Ridge development in Rainbow Falls Road, this could potentially lead to 
many years of construction traffic before a footpath is installed. 

However, one positive outcome is that it appears Arvida has finally recognised the importance 
of engaging with residents.  Since the hearings we have had multiple communications from 
Arvida in the form of emails, mail drops, invitations to meetings and advisories about activities 
on the site.  They assured us in one meeting that they will be installing a footpath “as soon as 
possible.”  This is complicated by the FNDC’s requirement to install a 150mm town water main 
down the length of Hall Road as part of constructing the new footpath.  

Arvida is due to begin earthworks early in 2020 and we are all keen to make sure the safety of 
residents and our freedom as pedestrians is not compromised.  I think Arvida is very aware that 
they will receive vigorous push-back from the residents if they aren’t seen to be doing their 
best in this regard.   

There is no doubt Arvida’s aim is to make the best possible return for their shareholders.  The 
lesson they have learned is that they could have spent a few hundred dollars at the beginning 
of the project to hear the concerns of residents and saved themselves thousands of dollars in 
legal fees and project delays.   

I do wonder, however, whether the Council has learned the same lesson. 

Domain & Pavilion Update

By Jo Lumkong 

A management plan for the Kerikeri 
Domain was adopted by FNDC 
earlier this year following a 
commendable community 
engagement process lead by our 
local community board. This 
management plan attracted four 
times the number of submissions 
generally received for similar 
consultations. I think that 
demonstrates just how important 
this open space is to Kerikeri 
residents and their desire to play a 
part in managing it. 

Three key issues were raised by Vision Kerikeri through the submission process. The draft  had 
no mention of governance leaving community with little opportunity to take action in 
developing much needed facilities. While the plan had made a good attempt to fulfil 
community wishes it was highly prescriptive leaving little room for community innovation and 
creativity. The  Pavilion Building and Domain continued to be considered as separate entities 
and projects. Logically how could one be considered without the other? We were successful in 
having our voice heard on all three issues.  
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In terms governance the formation of an incorporated society, has been recommended by 
council staff. This would allow greater community input and independent fundraising. The 
issue was tabled on October 3rd prior to local government elections, this decision is due to be 
discussed at the next council meeting December 19th. I will be present at this meeting, 
alongside local hapu spokesmen to voice the community desire to lead management and 
implementation of the Kerikeri Domain Management Plan. It is our goal to have broad 
representation of the various stakeholder groups and demographics within our community.  

We have received expert advice from a local lawyer and from past head of Parks and recreation 
for regional Council Paul MacDonald. Paul had this to say “the effectiveness of an incorporated 
society in delivering the management plan depends on its agreement with council, the ability 
to raise external funding and council budgeting. Non council governing bodies have far more 
potential to attract third party funds and are not always bound by annual or 3 yearly budget 
reviews. If there is concern about 'membership' and exclusivity council could provide 
mitigation for these risks in its agreement with the group. The terms of reference for the society 
or should be thrashed out early on.”  We agree with this statement and will speak along these 
lines. 

Council announced the existing pavilion building is to come down in February next year. The 
management plan has an effective degree of flexibility built in and gives scope for a site 
specific, purpose built community pavilion facility within an integrated masterplan. With a 
massive amount of community engagement data being gathered by both the community 
board and  ‘Our Kerikeri’ over the past year, we have a platform to support sensible and 
innovative design which reflects community desires and needs. The goal is to create a 
community driven master plan which provides much needed facilities and builds on a great 
place and open space for all to enjoy at the heart of our town. 

VKK’s submission to the FNDC Speed Limit Hearing 

By Tom Batchelor 

At the request of Vision Kerikeri, I spoke on behalf of VKK at a Hearing on 4 December 2019 
that was convened by the Far North District Council on the “Speed Limits Bylaw 2019 
Consultation”. The Hearing provided VKK and others that had already made a written 
submission to provide additional information in person to Councillors. The meeting was 
chaired by Mayor John Carter. Nine other Councillors were present. Recently-elected 
Councillor David Clendon was VKK’s previous chairperson and a welcome and familiar face at 
the Hearing. 

The Speed Limit Review is being undertaken because there were 7,409 reported crashes in 
Northland between 2014 and 2018. Speed was a factor in 20% of these crashes and a factor in 
30% of 733 death and serious injury crashes. In some cases, Northland has a 100 kph speed 
limit on narrow, unsealed roads with one-lane bridges and poor visibility on corners.  

The speed limit safe for users has not kept pace with increases in population and traffic 
volume. FNDC is therefore proposing to amend the Speed Limits Bylaw 2019 as part of an 
ongoing programme to review speed limits on the district’s roads. As a Road Controlling 
Authority, FNDC is responsible for setting speed limits on all roads within the Far North District 
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(except State Highways) and is reviewing speed 
limits across the District as part of a nationwide 
programme under the 

Governments “Safer Journey’s” strategy. FNDC is 
legally required to provide a ‘Statement of Proposal’ 
when making, amending or revoking a Bylaw as 
part of its public consultation process. 

There were 174 written submissions to the FNDC’s 
“Okaihau/Kaeo/Waimate North” consultation on 
speed, including nine that called for a lower speed 
limit on Kapiro Road. Most of the speakers at the 
Hearing made their comments in less time than 
their allotted 10 minutes. The first speaker called for 
a higher speed limit than 100 kph on Northland 
roads as, based on her experience of living in 
Europe, cars could travel much faster quite safely. 
The following seven speakers called for much lower 
speed limits and better signage. Some speakers 
pointed out that faster speeds in Europe, and 
sometimes no speed limit at all, were possible 
because they had better roads and highways than 
we have in New Zealand.  

VKK recommended a lower speed limit than the 
current one of 100 kph on Kapiro Road in order to 
improve the safety for all drivers, cyclists and 
pedestrians now accessing this road. There are now 
many commercial and industrial sites along the 
entire road. They include a commercial vineyard, 
nursery plant retailer, kitchen bench manufacturer, 
cattery, pipe and construction company, more than 
100 holdings producing kiwifruit and citrus, orchid 
glasshouses, packhouses, upholsterer, kitchen 
cabinet maker, plant production nursery, a 
swimming pool facility and two pre-school 
education facilities. Importantly, there were now 
more than 150 residential dwellings, with even 
more being constructed at the far end of Kapiro 
Road at Rangitane River Park.  

These commercial and industrial sites are serviced 
by a diverse range of vehicles, including heavy duty 
hiab trucks with building materials and pipes, and 
light commercial vehicles such as vans and flatbed 
trucks commonly used by tradies. Log trucks and 
cattle/sheep trucks access Kapiro Road from 
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Purerua Road. Residential traffic has increased recently due in part to the recent new-builds on 
and off Kapiro Road. Some of the dwellings have access directly on Kapiro, while eleven of 
them are side roads and lanes. School buses collect kids standing on the side of the road and 
deliver them to schools in Kerikeri. Parents drop and collect their pre-schoolers at one of the 
two early learning centres. One of them has a generous turning circle allowing parents to 
complete a U-turn on Kapiro. Boaties haul their pride and joy to launching sites at Opito Bay or 
Landing Road. Kapiro is also being accessed by vehicles coming off SH10 but the volume of 
non-residential traffic is unknown. 

The physical characteristics of Kapiro Road make it difficult for all drivers to travel in safety. 
Large concrete electricity pylons march along the side of Kapiro for all of its 5.6 km. Some of 
them are within a few meters of a corner which is particularly hazardous for vehicles travelling 
too fast. There are relatively deep drainage ditches either side, so a momentary lapse in 
concentration will see you into the ditch and through the hedge. There are numerous 
driveways and access ways directly onto Kapiro Road. And blind corners like the one just west 
of Purerua Road where drivers must slow from 100 kph to zero in just 150 meters if they are to 
avoid colliding with a logging truck pulling onto Kapiro Road. And don’t assume that tractor 
drivers with trailers of kiwifruit are going to look left and right before they enter Kapiro Road – 
there’s only one thing on their mind and that’s getting the fruit into the packhouse asap and 
head back out again for another load. 

It’s worth comparing Kapiro with Waipapa Road which lies just a few km due south as the crow 
flies. Both are arterial roads off SH10 that go around Kerikeri or to the centre. Waipapa is a 
wide road, bike lanes either side, pavements and no blind corners, with far fewer industrial and 
commercial sites than Kapiro. With all these safety features, Waipapa is restricted to 80 kph 
limit. Kapiro Road, on the other hand, has proven to be a relatively unsafe road and has 100 
kph speed limit. Go figure!  Another anomaly is that all the roads leading off Kapiro have the 
same 100 kph speed limit which makes no sense for residential areas.  

FNDC’s Statement of Proposal contains an NZTA “Speed Management Guidance” table that 
recommends a 60 kph speed limit for rural roads that have “significant industrial or commercial 
activity, or that are directly accessed by residential or other development, including 
approaches to urban areas”. Kapiro Road meets three of the NZTA’s guidance criteria for the 60 
kph speed limit, when NZTA says that a road must meet only one criterion to qualify for the 
lower speed. It may be that the recent increases in residential and commercial developments 
along Kapiro Road make it no longer a rural road. 

As one submitter at the Hearing commented, the owner of a business has to identify and lower 
any risk to the business in order to survive, but somehow our roads are immune to the same 
“identify and mitigate risk” approach. And the risks are high. Ask one resident of Kapiro Road 
who has seen at least 14 accidents outside her house in 5 years. She replaced her fence with 
rocks as she figured they might be a more permanent solution, but cars travelled at such speed 
they bounced off the rocks and landed in her paddock. One driver managed to flip his car on 
its roof at the same location where school kids usually wait for the school bus. Fortunately, the 
kids were not there at the time. Another Kapiro Road resident who was frustrated with the lack 
of action over a lower speed limit pasted her professionally-made 80 kph signs over the 100 
kph signs. She asked to be photographed for the local paper in front of her signs to publicize 
the need for a lower speed limit to improve the safety of Kapiro Road. 

Newsletter No 78 9

http://www.visionkerikeri.org.nz


visionkerikeri.org.nz 11 December 2019

VKK and many others have met with FNDC and NZTA representatives in the past with requests 
for a lower speed limit on Kapiro Road. Unfortunately, there was no change to the speed limit 
as a result of those meetings. There is now, however, a government policy to reduce speed and 
many reports on the value to our safety of lowering the speed limits locally. The national 
strategy “Safer Journeys” is founded on the safe system approach with four tenets: Safe 
Roads and Roadsides; Safe Speeds; Safe Vehicles; and Safe Road Use in a focused whole-of-
system approach to road safety. Collectively, these policies and reports might encourage the 
FNDC to lower the speed limit on Kapiro Road. Associate Transport Minister Julie Anne Genter 
said that she’s “… looking for improvements on high risk rural roads … and … [expediting] the 
programme that identifies roads where different speed limits are needed”. 

What happens next?  The Council plans to consider all submissions at a meeting in early 2020.  
Council’s decision on any changes to the speed limit will be notified in newspapers and 
updated on its website. All submitters will be advised of the outcome.  FNDC has also 
provided a “Proposed Review Programme for the Speed Limit Review”. Subject to Council 
approval, FNDC is proposing to commence a review that will include Kapiro Road in mid to 
late 2020. FNDC states that “there is significant growth pressure in the Kerikeri and BOI area, 
and it is necessary to ensure our speed limits match this changing environment. There are 
several high priority roads for speed reviews in this area, including Waipapa Road, Kapiro Road 
and Kerikeri Road”. VKK may wish to submit written and verbal responses in 2020 on Kapiro 
and other roads and the appropriate time. 

VKK also called for the 40 kph speed limit outside the schools on Hone Heke Road to be 
extended to the corner; a permanent extension to the 70 kph speed limit on Kerikeri Road that 
is near the Packhouse Market; and a lower speed limit on parts of Kerikeri Inlet Road where the 
pavement comes too close to the road itself. There may be an opportunity for VKK to submit 
written and verbal responses in 2020 on these and other roads in response to the Council’s call 
for comment.  

Government policy and other reports on road safety encourage Councils to improve the safety 
of the roads within their jurisdiction in order to reduce death and injury. VKK is hopeful that 
FNDC will carefully assess the many written and verbal requests submitted in response to 
FNDC’s proposal to review the speed limits. But this time FNDC should also take action. 
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Notes: 

1 Search ‘Kapiro’ on this site and find submissions that have requested lower speed limit on Kapiro 
Road:  https://www.fndc.govt.nz/files/assets/public/objectivedocuments/policy-and-
planning-pol/bylaws/speed-limits/submissions-okaihau-kaeo-waimate-north.pdf  

2 Speed Limits Bylaw 2019: Okaihau-Kaeo-Waimate.  FNDC Submission and Consultation 
Procedures.  https://www.fndc.govt.nz/Whats-new/Have-Your-Say/Speed-Limits-Bylaw-2019  

3 AA Directions Magazine, Autumn 2018, p34-35 

4 https://fndc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?
id=13560442ce1f4274b7fa9f282300f3f1 You can enter your road of interest into the map and 
it will show the road and provide some information when the speed on that road will be reviewed.

https://www.fndc.govt.nz/files/assets/public/objectivedocuments/policy-and-planning-pol/bylaws/speed-limits/submissions-okaihau-kaeo-waimate-north.pdf
https://www.fndc.govt.nz/files/assets/public/objectivedocuments/policy-and-planning-pol/bylaws/speed-limits/submissions-okaihau-kaeo-waimate-north.pdf
https://www.fndc.govt.nz/files/assets/public/objectivedocuments/policy-and-planning-pol/bylaws/speed-limits/submissions-okaihau-kaeo-waimate-north.pdf
https://www.fndc.govt.nz/Whats-new/Have-Your-Say/Speed-Limits-Bylaw-2019
https://fndc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=13560442ce1f4274b7fa9f282300f3f1
https://fndc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=13560442ce1f4274b7fa9f282300f3f1
https://fndc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=13560442ce1f4274b7fa9f282300f3f1
https://www.fndc.govt.nz/files/assets/public/objectivedocuments/policy-and-planning-pol/bylaws/speed-limits/submissions-okaihau-kaeo-waimate-north.pdf
https://www.fndc.govt.nz/files/assets/public/objectivedocuments/policy-and-planning-pol/bylaws/speed-limits/submissions-okaihau-kaeo-waimate-north.pdf
https://www.fndc.govt.nz/files/assets/public/objectivedocuments/policy-and-planning-pol/bylaws/speed-limits/submissions-okaihau-kaeo-waimate-north.pdf
https://www.fndc.govt.nz/Whats-new/Have-Your-Say/Speed-Limits-Bylaw-2019
https://fndc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=13560442ce1f4274b7fa9f282300f3f1
https://fndc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=13560442ce1f4274b7fa9f282300f3f1
https://fndc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=13560442ce1f4274b7fa9f282300f3f1
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Last chance for an open beach
Taronui is a national treasure and it is owned by all New Zealanders (image below).  

The 18.5ha recreation reserve, located on the Purerua Peninsula, features a unique marine 
environment. There’s an estuary, an off shore reef, a lagoon, a sandy beach, a surf beach, a 
rocky bay and an interglacial bench. 

But this coastal jewel is not much more than a mirage at present. 

The only way to get to it is by walking a hilly 3.7km, which effectively cuts out the very young, 
the less fit and anyone carrying a surf board or chilly bin. 

Over the years Kerikeri has lost all of its most beautiful beaches due to private landowners 
locking the public out. In the case of Taronui the conservation strip leading to Taronui is on 
public land. It provides a legally available public access and offers us a rare chance to enjoy 
our open coastline. 

The Department of Conservation manages the reserve and the access strip. The department is 
bound by law to identify where the public have the right of access to the coast, or where 
foreshore reserves, public access ways, formed roads or tracks, should be created to maintain 
or enhance such access. 

In the case of Taronui, legally it’s a pretty straightforward process for DOC to support vehicle 
access. It would simply be a management decision, within the department as to how to 
administer the area. 
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DOC requires an indication of public support: since more than 6500 people have signed a 
petition that condition is fulfilled. 

Unfortunately adjoining private property owners have signalled their intention to resist any 
change to the present pedestrian/cycle only status of public access. They have employed a 
lawyer and there is the idea of an electronic gate being put in place this summer, with a code, 
allowing the landowners to drive their vehicles on the conservation strip, but not us. 

There is an easement that allows the landowners to drive on the conservation strip to access 
their properties. The road encroaches onto private land in three places but the landowners do 
not have any rights to block members of the public using the conservation strip.  

We need a collaborative approach, with Ngāti Rēhia playing a significant role, to restore, 
enhance and maintain public access to the Taronui Coastal marine area in perpetuity. Taronui 
Bay has high cultural values for the hapu.  Indeed Ngāti Rēhia is acknowledged as mana 
whenua and kaitiaki for this beautiful place and should be involved in a joint management 
agreement that will ensure protection of wahi tapu sites and preservation of sea food stocks. 

The aim is to involve the hapu, the public, affected landowners and DOC in drafting workable 
options.  

* If you are supportive of this vision, you can write to kerimolloy2@gmail.com 

 

The Carbon Neutral Project
By Rolf Mueller-Glodde 

Gradually something is happening.   

The Zero Carbon Bill, which is strongly supported by 
the Carbon Neutral NZ Trust as well as Vision Kerikeri, 
has passed Parliament and is now guiding the “big 
boys” (large businesses, farmers, government, etc) to 
achieve the reduction of green house gases to the level 
committed by the Government in Paris in 2015.  It came 
too slowly and it’s deemed to be not strong enough, 
but at least it was agreed unanimously. 

With its ongoing awareness campaign, the Carbon 
Neutral NZ Trust attempts to empower individuals, 
small businesses and farmers as well as schools to do 
their part, as many drops add up to an ocean.  The free, 
and easy to use, carbon calculators visualise the 
personal carbon footprint and are complimented by a 
carbon reduction planner and ideas on how to achieve 
reductions.  But it must be a lot more difficult for 
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Carbon Neutral Flyer - Download 
PDF
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people to use than we thought: despite the general welcome, after one year only about 570 
users completed the calculator.  That’s only 10% of the 5,449 visits to our website and only 89 
of those users are from Kerikeri & environs (another 16 local households have not yet 
completed their input).  

Such a low number is surprising and disappointing in view 
of our special focus and aim to declare Kerikeri the first 
carbon neutral town in New Zealand, with talks at schools, 
retirement homes, clubs and other events, wide distribution 
of leaflets “Here is what YOU can do” and a cinema trailer 
with Kerikeri High School’s Drama Club promoting the use 
of the carbon calculator.  If you haven’t done it yet, please 
use the calculator for your household: 
 www.carbonneutraltrust.org.nz! Every participant helps 
to establish a credible the baseline for Kerikeri!  We also 
distributed cards for shoppers to advise shops that they like 
a certain product but not the non-recyclable packaging. 

When you look at the average emissions v average sequestration for the 89 Kerikeri 
households reviewed, then collectively it looks very good with sequestration clearly exceeding 
emissions. However, if we look at only the number of households that are net absorbers, the 
numbers are somewhat different, but still positive with 50 of the total 89 households (=56%) 
being net sequesters. Being a net sequester is of course tied to 
property size and thus more urban dwellers are net emitters. Even 
in urban Kerikeri the average property size will be larger than 
those of other urban centres, especially larger cities, so we will be 
performing better than most. While rural households have the 
ability to sequester more, not all urban households have that 
same option. Sequestration from new plantings takes time so the 
most immediate way to personally help to mitigate the climate 
emergency is to focus on the reduction of emissions: less 
travelling (especially by plane), smaller and/or electric cars, more 
walking and cycling, more recycling - our website offers many 
more big and small tips. 

Reducing the average annual carbon emissions of 7,000kg by 10% yearly should not be so 
difficult: e.g. one return flight to Australia is approx. 600kg.   

We are very happy to report that our communications with the Far North District Council have 
been positive and something is finally happening to mitigate the climate emergency:   

• Climate Change risks and consequences are now being regarded with raised attention, and 
Climate Change has been included in the CEO’s key performance indicators (KPI).  

• A new Climate Change Strategy Team has been created; an MOU is in the works as a basis 
for the team to meet with our Carbon Neutral Kerikeri team regularly, to place the carbon 
calculator on the recently revamped FNDC website and to promote the use of the 
calculator among Council staff 
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• A new Far North 2100 Strategy Team has been tasked to develop a very long-term strategy. 
While a draft strategy document is intended to be presented for public consultation, Vision 
Kerikeri and Carbon Neutral Kerikeri delegates David Clendon and Rolf Mueller-Glodde 
participated in an early summit meeting in June; we shared the initial discussion document 
with the Our Kerikeri team and decided to work on a joint submission within a very tight 
deadline. It became obvious that such a long-term strategy is extremely difficult and 
requires a lot of vivid imagination of future developments, plus a few clever algorithms, 
 rather than basing it on today’s circumstances and vision:  Climate Change, substantial 
population growth, different food production and uses, electrification and discontinuation 
of fossil energy, etc, need a future perspective.   

Thank you to those who have helped the committee over 2019 and, to everyone, we 
wish you all a happy holiday season. The new decade promises to be an interesting 

and challenging one. 
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VKK Committee with (from left) new Chair Jo Lumkong, guest Bob Bubendorfer (standing in for Sue 
Skarupsky), guest ex-Chair David Clendon, Allan McKenzie, Deputy Chair Rolf Mueller-Glodde, Justin 

Topzand, Cliff Mail, Bill Brownell, Treasurer Inge Bremer. Also absent ex-Chair Rod Brown and Bob 
Bingham.

http://www.visionkerikeri.org.nz
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